
INTERNATIONAL SNOW 
SCULPTURE EVENT 

25th EDITION 

FÊTE D’HIVER  
SAINT-JEAN-PORT-JOLI 

QUÉBEC, CANADA 

 
  

1. DATE AND LOCATION OF THE EVENT 
 
2. TERMS 
 2.1 SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION 
 2.2 STAY 
  2.2.1 ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE 
  2.2.2 LODGING AND MEALS 

 2.3 TRANSPORTATION 
  2.3.1 TRANSPORTATION FROM INSIDE THE CONTINENT 
  2.3.2 TRANSPORTATION FROM OUTSIDE THE CONTINENT 

 2.4 PERSONAL EXPENSES 
 

3. INFORMATION ABOUT THE EVENT 
 3.1 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIONS 
 3.2 EXECUTION OF THE SCULPTURE 
  3.2.1 SNOW BLOC 
  3.2.2 CONCEPTION OF THE SCULPTURE 

 3.3 EQUIPMENTS 
 3.4 DISPUTE 
 
4. COMPLETION OF THE SCULPTURE  
 
5. JURY AWARD 
 
6. VISA AND PASSPORT 
 
7. INSCRIPTION FILE



1. DATES AND LOCATION OF THE EVENT 
 
The International Snow Sculpture Event will be held from February 6th to February 9th 2020 
during the Fête d'hiver in St-Jean Port-Joli, Quebec, Canada, which is located on the south shore 
of the St. Lawrence River, 100 kilometres east from Quebec City and 350 kilometres east from 
Montreal. The competition site is in the Parc des Trois-Bérets, 260 rue Caron in St-Jean-Port-Joli. 
 
 

2. TERMS 

 
 2.1 SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION  
 
To submit your application, you must: 
 

● Complete the inscription file for each member of your team and include all requested 
documents; 
 

● Present your project (a sketch, computer drawing or picture of a small scale model of 
your project, with its title and a brief description). 

 
While minor modifications may be done to your original project, they must be submitted to the 
organizing committee (international level responsible) no later than January 31st 2020. Please 
note that major changes may disqualify your team from the competition.  
 
Mail or e-mail your registration. All documents must be received by OCTOBER 1st, 2019. 

 
2.2 STAY 
 
  2.2.1 ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE 

The sculptors must be presents at the official meeting on Wednesday, February 5th 2020 
at 6pm and at the closing ceremony of Sunday, February 9th 2020. 

 
  2.2.2 LODGING AND MEALS  

The committee will provide lodging for each team (3 people), one room per team. That 
room will be available from noon on Wednesday, February 5th until noon on Monday 
February 10th 2020.  For those of you arriving before or staying after these dates, the 
committee will be happy to see to your reservations, however the costs incurred by 
those extra nights will be at the charge of the sculptors. 
 
During the competition, the committee will provide all meals. Continental breakfast will 
be served every morning directly on the site of the Fête d’hiver.  $15.00 CAD meal tickets 
for lunch and for diner will be provided. Only the three duly registered team members 
are eligible to receive the complimentary meals and lodging provided by the committee.  
The tips are not included and must be paid by the sculptors. 

 
 
 
 
 



2.3 TRANSPORTATION 
 
Transportation to and from St-Jean-Port-Joli will be provided for you to and from Quebec City 
airport. Each team must have a maximum of three luggages and a toolbox. The sculptors have 
the opportunity to land to Montreal airport, take the bus or the train at their charge or to land 
directly to Quebec City. Here are some transporters: 
http://www.viarail.ca/ 
http://www.orleansexpress.com/ 
 
A shuttle will be available between your place of residence and the main competition site for the 
duration of the event. However, please note that all transportation services will be available only 
on February 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th.  Outside those dates, transportation will be to the 
charge of the participants. 
 

 
  2.3.1 TRANSPORTATION FROM INSIDE THE CONTINENT 

For the sculptors from North America, the committee will reimburse an amount of $300 
CDN per sculptor for plane, bus or train tickets or for gas. 

 

 
  2.3.2 TRANSPORTATION FROM OUTSIDE THE CONTINENT 

For the sculptors from outside the north-American continent, the amount given by the 
committee is $600 CDN per sculptor for plane, bus or train tickets. 

 
 

 2.4 PERSONNAL EXPENSES 
Personal expenses (long distance calls, alcoholic beverages, laundry, etc) are at the charge of the 
sculptors. 

 
 

3. INFORMATIONS ABOUT THE EVENT 
 
The rules outlined below will prevail during the 2020 International Snow Sculpture Competition.  
However, some rule changes may be announced to the participants at the information meeting 
of Wednesday February 5th 2020 at 6pm. 

 
 

 3.1 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIONS 
 

▪ The winning team of the provincial level of last year event always represents the team of 
Canada. 

 
▪ The team’s captain must not reside in Quebec.  If so, he or she must subscribe for the 

provincial level of the competition. 
 

▪ The presented project must not have been realised in snow before. 

 

http://www.viarail.ca/
http://www.orleansexpress.com/


▪ The team's captain must be a professional sculptor and reside in the country that he or 
she represents. Each team must register the names of each of its three (3) members. 
The name of a substitute is also required if a team member desists.  

 
▪ The «Inscription file of the team members» need to be completed.  

 
▪ The team's captain must be at least 18 years old on January 1st 2020. Should any minors 

be part of a team, the team’s captain will be deemed legally responsible for this minor.  
Only the three registered members of each team are allowed to work on the sculpture.  
The committee must be advised of any changes to the original team no later than 
January 31st 2020. However, teams are limited to three members for the event itself; if 
one of the members steps down after the beginning of the event, the team must 
continue the project with only the remaining members.  A substitute may NOT be called 
upon. 

 
 

 3.2 EXECUTION OF THE SCULPTURE 
The sculpture must be completed within the allowed time, namely from February 6th 2020, 8 am 
to noon on February 9th 2020.  The committee will deem the sculptures completed at noon on 
Sunday, February 10th 2020. 
  
 
  3.2.1 SNOW BLOC 

Each team will be given a cylindrical block of compacted snow measuring approximately 
3.7 meters (12 feet) of diameter by 3.7 meters (12 feet) of height.  The sculpting block 
that each team receives will be drawn by lottery prior to the start of the competition on 
February 8th.  If a team doesn’t attend to the information meeting on February 6th and if 
this team has a valid reason for its absence, the committee will draw a block for that 
team. 

 
 3.2.2 CONCEPTION OF THE SCULPTURE 

Maximum use of the block's volume and mass is required.  However, the finished work 
must not exceed the initial volume.  The sculpture must be moulded in a rounded 
fashion as opposed to a raised fashion (in relief).  Snow is the only material allowed. Use 
of colouring or water is prohibited.  

 
No structure may be used to support the finished sculpture.  The ground space between 
sculpting blocks must allow for the passage of snow removal equipment. Should a point 
of contention arise, the committee will adjudicate.  The sculpture can be monolithic 
(shaped in only one block) or made of separate elements. However, the sculpture should 
not exceed 3 meters (10 feet) from the centre block since it is important that the 
passage between blocks remains clear. You must advise the committee during the official 
meeting on February 6th of your intention to make use of separate elements. 

 
Important: Teams can work throughout the night of Saturday February 8th to Sunday 
February 9th, if they wish. This special moment is called ''La Nuit des Longs Couteaux'' 
(The Night of the long knives). 

 
 
 



 

 3.3 EQUIPMENTS 
 

▪ The committee will provide each team with two shovels, a ladder, a light and two 
scaffolding. All sculptors must bring their own hand-sculpting tool, as they are not 
provided. 
 

▪ The use of any electrical, flame making, hydraulic or mechanical device (ex. chainsaw) is 
prohibited.  
 

▪ The committee must approve any other type of instruments before it’s used. 
 

▪ Snow removal is done by a snow blower; therefore it is important that sculptors place 
their equipment near their identification panel when they leave for breaks or meals. 

 
 

 3.4 DISPUTE 
 
Any dispute arising from the application or interpretation of the rules stated above will be 
settled by the committee.  

 
 
4. COMPLETION OF THE SCULPTURE 
 
In the event that major damage or dangerous conditions make it impossible for a team to 
complete its original project, this team might be allowed to resume sculpting, out of 
competition, once safe and sound conditions are restored.  The public will surely enjoy the 
restoration and the modification of the snow sculpture. 
 
 

5. JURY AWARD 
  
The JURY AWARD, a cash prize of $1,000 CAD and a PUBLIC MENTION will be awarded on 
Sunday, February 9h 2020 at the closing ceremony. 

 
 
6. VISA AND PASSPORT 
 

In order to avoid last minute complications, all team members are asked to provide proof of 
possessing a valid passport or a visa allowing travel to Canada as soon as team participation has 
been confirmed.  The committee must receive this proof before December 1st 2019. Teams 
failing to do so may be disqualified. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. INSCRIPTION FILE 
 
Registration forms must be received by mail or e-mail by OCTOBER 1st 2019.   

 
fete.sjpj.hiver@gmail.com 

 

Fête D’Hiver 
Madame Sylvie Bélanger, responsible for the international component 

260-A, Caron 
Saint-Jean Port-Joli (Québec)  G0R 3G0 

 
Phone (418) 598-9465 (for emergency only) 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

This document informs you of the principal rules and regulations of the competition. The 
adjoined application forms in no way constitute your acceptance as a candidate. A panel of 
experts will consider all applications and advise you of its decision by November 1st 2019. 

 
 
 
 
N.B. If it is impossible for you to attend the event, could you please forward these documents to 
a fellow artist?  Thank you for your cooperation! 

mailto:fete.sjpj.hiver@gmail.com

